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successful shared past was
the starting paoint for this new house in
the city's East Village—a three-story
sirocinre with a fesde of vertical
plames that comeeal what goes on
within. Mark B. Prters, the prinei-

pal of Studie Dwell Architects,

s eollaborated with the own-

ers, Baren amd Bob Ranguist,

o ben prrojects sinoe 2000, fromn singhe-fanily homes e nine-wil
condomingiom bulldings, mast on the Mear Northwest Side, The
resiclences. produced by Bob's company, Ranquist Development,
are distinguisled by clean-lmed contempomey architecture and
high-end fixtures and appliances. As the head of RCR Realty,
Earen hamiles the sale of the propertss. “We try to design so the
owmers can aclapt the space o whatever their needs are” Peters
aays, “riher than lndng ile spoace dictate how it should be used”
The Famepaists were ving in a rencaated 19208 Gictory: biadld-
g im 2003 whies a seven-lol parcel of land becanse avaalable just

north—property on which they decided to construct two condo-
mirium buildings amd & howse of their own Afber the new devel-
opments were sold, the couple would be living close 1o about 25
elicnts. “We lsne good relabionships” Karen says. “Most of oar
customers purchase from us early an, They're architecturally
savyy and very design onented” Nevertheless, Bobs thought it
would be best not to make the house appear too welcoming.

Cnoe past that mystenons Ggade, a visitor finds a light-flled
setting with views that take in a sccond-floor loft space and
sweep theough the length of the house o the garden. There is an
easy sense af flow, an absence of containment—except for the
baby gates. Cliarie, three, i3 obsessed with the popular TV char-
nctier Bob the Builder; Alee, 11 months, is content and quick o
samie. Ty are substantially outweighed by Consden and Fen-
vy, the Snmily’s Weinsaraswers, but ihe relationship between e
whildren ane the dogs is copacetic, That also seems to be e case
with the adults,

“Bob and Karen trust my design sense,” Peters says, “so when
ithvery carse bo me on this one, it was merely, Herels the program
we el this muany bedrooms and a fnmily rocm snd 50 on, Then
[ jast pat the parts together”

“We went over a fiow things, and then let him do what he
wanbed,” Bob rocalks. "We're totally on the same page”
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+5 Fermway tahos o bidak in the master bedrosm
(this pape] Blursirated by & FBbomn of windows
naar the cailing assd light Nixtuses freen Artemide.
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Because the property is several feet wider
than a typical bot, Peters was able o situste some rooms gide by
side rather than placing them in a maone wolating lineup, “The
ik wers A0 ook a the hosse as i i were a eube and then stretch
amd pull it to define different aress.” be sns. [ncorporating the
same materials inside and out unifies the design while also peo-
viding varlations in texture, color, and pattern. Seladed plancs
are made of conerete blodk, pround-face concrete block (its sur-
face smoothed by 4 machine), and cedar, “We wanted to keep
the paletbe simple, 5o we wsed whites, blacks, and grays” Peters
explains. “The splash of eolor comes from the cedar and the
plants” Windaws rise vertically where sofse of the planes inter-
sect, lending transparency to the design and light to the interior.
The aluminom window frumes and the stair railings and gates
in steel ane black—a minimal socent, a linear connecting link
Omly shout a fourth of the windows in the house ane clear;
the rest, where prvacy B a concem, are frosted. Peters believes
that frosted glass eliminates the nesd for curtains or hlinds—

wreld the possibility that clients might make cholees that woubd
compromise his asesthetic, (Mot that he woubkl expect thit of
the Randguists.}

The width of the lot also provided enough room on the first
floos for o contral core containing the stairs to the nest level, a
closed, and a posarder room. That beft all four exterior walls open
to light. From early moming to dusk, Karen says, the dogs follow
the movernent of the sun, seeking out hot spots.,

EEE

Convenience was important to Karen, and
i grouind-livel entrance allviated a commmon problem for couip-
meni-overlioaded parents. “You're not schlepping up stairs with
stroallirs in the min,” she says. Inthe fover, Livor Grey limestane tle
Eroin A Sacks, an element Ul reappears elssadione in the house,
prvess vy b pend walks Tioors for L mest of the expanse, from e tv-
ing ared dining areas (o the combined kitchen and fumily moon. Pe-
ters designed a bookease in the same wood to establish a division
between the fover and the L-shaped lving and dinfing aneas,

Complementing the space are sultably spare renlitions af
elussics from Moderics smd the European Fumnitsre Waire-
lwousiz—a Moguchi eolfee table, Barcelona cliairs, A Cluster
chandelier from Lightologe, a dangling mass of wires and hare
lighit bulbs, is suspended from the tvo-story eeiling in the dining
arein The table, with o white esmposite surface and stainless
steel legs, was designed by Amtonbo Citterio, the Italkan talent
behind Arclinen Eitchens. Aaron Wilson, an architect and an
owner of the Arclinea Chicago show room, has also worked o a
mummibser -I'.-:r|'|r'|'|j|"1"1‘.l: with thee |:|'.I1!1|'|Ili.-i|£. After Prters defined the
spsare for their new kitehen, Wilson advised an the Lot

Arclinea is deliberate about addressing spevifie tasks in iis
designs, Wilton savs, and also about creating installations in
which the components resd as freestanding furniture rather
thin bisilt-ing “This kitchen i divided inte tao slands amd a
utility wall,” he explains, “and in the utiline wall you have 2 wine
coaler, a refrigerator, amd an oven. On the first island you have
thie prep, cleaning, amd washing side—sink, dishwashir. And on
thi second island, you hove o cosktop, space for pots and pans,
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¥ Charks steps up
to @ Durait sink
in the master
baakhnooim.

amid & ventidation lued” The paletie remsins con-
sistent: the utility wall is a white laminate; the
islands are stainless steel with conerete oourter-
togis. Acrosa from the kitcheon is o sitting area with
two Matuesd lepther sofns and a jumble of toys
“We spend 5o much time in this room after work,
eating, watching TV, sas Karen. “"Charlie plays
hene; the baby is down heve. It's just the easiest
o fior ns to be in. The degs can gn inand oal”

To» make the walled-in garden an extension of
the kitchen amd the family room, four feet of soll
was addelend to raise the yard to the level of the house. This is one
of three emvinble owtdoor destinations, On the second Qoo a
cedir bridge leads to a party space built shove the gamge and
weatherproofed with o mudching wood canopy. Charlie'’s and
Aber's rooms overiook the street on this level. At the opposite end
are an offiee and & boftlike sitting aren with Zenith shell dhairs
and @ Case Study day bed from Modernica,

The master suite on the third floor s spacious, a2 well, amd
opens to a large deck that offers privacy and an clevated per-
spective on the city, A rbban of four horizental windows near
the ceiling is another sowrce of Hlomination. In a comer, a clear
vertical window channels hght to a frosted pane in the bath-
ronm’s shinwver, & space big enpagh for a few friends and clggant-
Iy tiled in planks of Luxor Grey limestone, A bathtub and a palr
of Durwit sinks with orisp unframed mirmors designed and in-
stilled by Peters anchor the center of the mom.

Bob’s must-heve retnsit &8 0 the basement—a plush movie
viewing facility outfiited by Theatre Design Associntes. The chil-
dren have s playroom heere; the adubis can aspioe 1o purity in the
stesam toom and sauna. Wherever the Ranquists goin the house,
thiere are good places (o e
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But recently, the concept of happily ever after
it this house took a surprising twist. Hoping to intercsst a couple
in a projoct on which they were just breaking ground, the Roan-
quists showed them their place as an example of their design
sensibility. Kate Karet, o senior vice president at the public rela-
tions agency Weber Shandwick, and her hushand, Jedf Levick,
the diroctor of global markets for Google, had boked at aheot
30 places with no luck; they nesded mone rooan for thelr dangh-
ter, Lily, niw 17 manthe The Ranguists’ house, they decided,
wis just what they wanted. They made an offer, and it was ae-
cepted. Apparenthy for a developes, proceeding to the et ex-
periment is no big deal. Peters and the Ranguists are already
pushing the envelope om o new place in Buckiown. “Were con-
stantly movingg an,” Baren says, “and we knew that Bate and Jefl
woiald lenve the howse as much as we did”

Karet and Levick were scheduled to move in late this spring.
“The Ionase ks so simple pnd ultramoden,” says Earet, Their eol-
lectiom of Florenee Knoll furmidtiee seems (o bebong here, and &0
doses their bulkdog, Chubly Bubbles. “She's all white,” Karet ox-
plaans. “She will look perfect in the hoase” ]

Resources

Absda, 190 West Warth Avenoi
TG00, The acevlbe painting in the
master bedroam by Lisa Kowalski

Ann Sxcles, 5011 Marth Wells Street; 312
G23-0915, The tile,

Arcline Chleage, £ 14 YWest Supeniar Street;

F12-335-3855. The kitchen cabinetry and
alessigrns, The dining room table.

Artemide, 323 Wisi Ere Streel; 312-475-
i, The lamps in the master bedroom,

Badaids Maser, 2056 North Halsted Street;

TTa=pH-2020. The towels by Yves
Delormie.

Elsamingdale's Home & Murnitare,

H00 Morth Wabash Avense; 312-334-

00, Donna Karan Collection [inens and
decorative pillows.

BBZ, 4757 North Lincaln Avermse; 775758
Fp0i, The place mats used ns 8 manner on
the dining table. The white Grbs nug in
the upstakrs sitting arew. The s ooth-
brush holder in the master bathroon.
Community Homa Saggply, 1924 North Lin-
codn Avenue; TrI—472-7000. The phambing
fixtures,

Comareto fign Artwarks, 1532 South Halsted
Street; 312-226-3542 The concrete work.
Ceropean Furndture Warchouse, 2145 Wit
Grand Avernae; 312-243-1955, The Bar-
celann chnirs, the dining chairs, and the
b Framie.

Fiy Bird. 719 Lake Street, Cak Park; 708-
AEg-ER. The Mr Cobd soap purmg and
ihe Tee Bat dod] in the mester hathmanm.
The Big Shoom Alessi stoe] laead,

Buavn, 1327 Morth Broadways; 773-548-
2432, The Kensbomia coramic vase on

the dining room table.

Tha Lanad of Nod, 500 Wist Narth Avenue;
J12-475-9903, The bathroom stadrsteps.
Laghtelogy, 215 West Chicage Avenue; 512-
G44-1000, The Cluster chandelbier.
Leminadre, 3051 Wit Superior Street; J12-

=0582, The Thio elliptical ottoman.
Madernica, 545 Morh Franklin Stroct; 312-
F23-1808. The Noguchi coffee table and
thee farmiture in the upsiairs sitting room.
Maondgae Meloche Gallery, 115 Morih Feoria
Street; J12-455-0200, The amwork by
Giabert Farrar,

Orange Bldn, 225 VWest Erbo Stroct,
J12-335-10:33, nnal 14245 North Milwaukee
Avenoe, TrE-3-4500, The Quinze &
Milan resin=eovered foam stool nsed b

a bedsde table.

Duenr laberinn Rupgs, 107 Wil Kineie Sireel;
MA=EET-121E The Incian rig i the bving
and dining anrea.

Eprost Homs, 745 Morth Damen Avenue;
312-326-5950, The garden design,

Stodio Dwell Anchitects (Mark H. Peters,
peincipal), 1732 Wist Hubbard Strect;

A 2-GEG-E01.

Bur La Tabla, 52-54 East Walton Strect;
12-037-000, The treys in the kichen
Thestrs Deakgn Azsseksins, 2771 Wi
Fulton Strest; 312-5290-8 700

The home theatre,

Wast Elm, 2155 Wist 20l Street, Ok
Brook; 630-368-3591. The throw pillow
in the hedroom,

Break out the Champagne
and celebrate a deaner home,
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